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NUMBERS  AND  PRICES  OF  FARM  ANIMALS. 


HORSES. 

Our  returns  show  that  tlie  number  of  horses  in  the  country  is  about  2J 
per  cent,  greater  than  last  year ;  this  implies  the  enlargement  of  this 
class  of  our  farm  stock  by  about  a  quarter  million  of  animals. 

The  States  upon  the  Atlantic  slope  from  Maine  to  Georgia,  report 
their  number  of  horses  as  about  the  same  as  last  year.  The  increase 
has  been  along  the  Gulf  coast,  and  in  the  States  west  of  the  Allegany 
Mountains.  The  Eastern  States  are  not  very  extensive  horse-producers, 
except  in  the  finer  grades.  Down  the  coast,  in  the  agricultural  re- 
gions of  the  South,  many  counties  find  a  profit  in  horse-breeding,  and 
several  of  these  report  an  improved  class  of  animals.  Other  counties, 
however,  have  not  yet  been  able  to  see  the  wisdom  of  this  policy,  and 
still  continue  the  production  of  inferior  horses.  Economic  reasons  will, 
sooner  or  later,  correct  this  fault,  and  enable  farmers  to  see  that  their 
true  interest  lies  in  the  raising  and  marketing  of  more  valuable  stock. 

The  Gulf  States  report  an  average  increase  of  5  per  cent.,  the  greatest 
enlargement  being  in  Louisiana  and  Texas.  In  many  counties  of  the 
eastern  cotton- growing  States,  which  have  hitherto  depended  upon 
Kentucky  and  Tennessee  for  their  supply  of  horses,  there  is  a  disposi- 
tion to  enlarge  and  improve  domestic  production.  In  Texas,  especially 
where  the  native  breed  is  largely  crossed  with  Mexican  mustangs, 
farmers  have  begun  to  improve  their  stock  by  the  importation  of  supe- 
rior animals.  The  increase  of  agricultural  settlement,  in  many  stock- 
raising  counties,  has  contracted  the  range  of  free  pasturage.  Horse 
raisers  are  beginning  to  regard  some  of  the  stricter  economic  condi- 
tions of  the  older  States.  Poor  horses  will  no  longer  pay  the  expense 
of  raising,  and  hence  better  breeds  have  been  introduced.  It  will  re- 
quire time,  however,  for  the  extension  of  this  improvement  throughout 
the  States. 

The  Southern  inland  States  report  an  increase  of  3  per  cent.,  on  the 
whole,  ranging  from  1  per  cent,  in  Tennessee  to  6  per  cent,  in  Arkansas. 
The  revival  of  mining  industry  in  different  sections  has  created  a  local 
demand  for  horses.  In  some  counties,  especially  of  Tennessee,  which 
formerly  produced  a  large  number  of  this  class  of  animals,  the  farmers 
have  found  it  profitable  to  turn  their  enterprise  in  other  directions. 

The  States  north  of  the  Ohio  River  report  about  1  per  cent,  increase 
on  the  whole ;  the  large  increase  of  Ohio  and  Michigan  was  about  bal- 
anced by  the  decline  in  Illinois.    This  last-named  State  is  the  largest 
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horse-producing  State  in  the  Union,  and  reports  considerably  over  a 
million  of  this  class  of  farm  animals.  In  the  older  counties  of  these 
States  specific  lines  of  breeding  are  becoming  more  general.  The  demand 
of  the  Eastern  States  has  caused  many  farmers  here  to  import  Clydes- 
dale horses  and  superior  French  breeds.  Heavy  horses  are  in  special 
request  for  Eastern  shipment.  In  some  cases  this  movement  has  taken 
all  the  surplus,  and  has  even  depreciated  the  stock  of  different  coun- 
ties. The  temptation  of  advanced  prices  has  led  many  to  injure  their 
stock  by  selling  off  their  best  animals.  The  inferior  breeds  are  produced 
in  this  section  to  a  smaller  extent  than  formerly,  and  will  probably  be 
soon  crowded  out  by  the  better  classes. 

The  States  west  of  the  Mississippi  report  about  5  per  cent,  more  horses 
than  last  year.  Home  production  is  here  increasing,  but  it  is  supple- 
mented by  a  very  large  importation  from  the  States  eastward.  This  is 
mostly  due  to  the  rapid  extension  of  agricultural  settlement.  Id  the 
older  settled  States,  Iowa  and  Missouri,  the  increase  of  the  stock  has 
been  very  limited  in  numbers  but  has  greatly  improved  in  character. 
The  surplus  production  of  these  States  has  been  largely  absorbed  by  the 
demand  of  settlers  in  the  newer  States.  Hence  it  is  not  surprising  to 
find  that  the  latter  have  greatly  increased  their  number  of  horses :  Kan- 
sas, 9  per  cent. ;  Minnesota,  11  per  cent. ;  Nebraska,  12  per  cent.  Many 
valuable  breeds  have  been  brought  westward  by  immigrants.  The 
native  scrubs  and  ponies  of  the  pioneer  counties  are  being  replaced  by 
heavier  and  more  substantial  horses  from  the  East.  In  time  agricultural 
enterprise  here  will  find  an  eligible  field  in  the  production  of  finer  grades. 
The  native  stock  is  largely  crossed  with  Mexican  mustangs,  and  to  these 
the  blooded  stock  of  Eastern  farmers  show  a  very  great  superiority. 

On  the  Pacific  coast,  California  reports  the  number  of  horses  about  the 
same  as  last  year.  In  some  counties  there  has  been  a  positive  decrease 
for  several  years  owing  to  the  enhanced  value  of  pasture.  But  the  fall- 
ing off  has  been  entirely  in  the  poorer  class  of  animals.  Oregon  reports 
an  increase  of  7  per  cent. 

The  Territories  report  an  enlarged  number  of  horses,  a  comparatively 
small  portion  being  of  home  production.  Immigration  is  greatly  enlarg- 
ing and  improving  this  class  of  live  stock. 

The  condition  of  horses  all  over  the  country  is  excellent.  The  States 
along  the  Atlantic  slope,  Florida  and  Alabama,  report  no  cases  of  horse 
malady  of  any  kind.  Mississippi  had  a  few  cases  of  blind-staggers,  a 
disease  produced  by  improper  feeding  and  treatment.  In  some  parts  of 
Texas  the  severe  drought  reduced  the  area  of  pasture,  and  consequently 
stock  of  all  kinds  was  left  in  poor  condition,  but  no  diseases  are  noted. 
In  Arkansas  a  few  cases  of  blind- staggers  are  attributed  to  feeding  un- 
sound corn.  In  Clarke  County,  Ohio,  a  few  cases  of  hay-fever  were  fatal. 
Noble  County,  Indiana,  notes  the  prevalence  of  distemper  in  some  local- 
ities. West  of  the  Mississippi  Eiver  the  condition  of  horses  appears  to 
be  uniformly  good,  both  in  States  and  Territories,  The  same  remark 
applies  to  the  Pacific  coast. 
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The  prices  of  horses  obtained  by  the  farmer  show  some  increase  over 
last  year,  but  not  in  proportion  to  the  advance  in  prices  of  crops.  Horses 
less  than  a  year  old  increased  5  per  cent,  in  the  whole  country.  It  is 
remarkable  that  the  greatest  increase,  13  per  cent.,  is  in  the  New  Eng- 
land States.  Here,  however,  what  horse-breeding  is  carried  on  is  with 
breeds  of  superior  value. 

In  the  Middle  States  the  average  price  of  colts  declined  4  per  cent., 
and  in  the  South  Atlantic  States  3  per  cent.  In  all  the  other  sections 
the  average  increased;  in  the  Gulf  States,  2  per  cent*;  in  the  Southern 
inland  States,  10  per  cent.;  in  the  States  north  of  the  Ohio,  7  per  cent.; 
in  the  States  west  of  the  Mississippi,  6  per  cent.;-  in  the  Pacific  States, 
3  per  cent. 

Yearling  horses  advanced  in  price  3  per  cent,  on  the  whole,  ranging 
from  1  per  cent,  in  the  Middle  States  to  6  per  cent,  in  the  States  occu- 
pying the  eastern  slope  of  the  Mississippi,  from  Tennessee  to  Minnesota. 

Horses  between  two  and  three  years  of  age  increased  but  1  per  cent., 
ranging  from  1  per  cent,  less  in  the  Middle  States  to  9  per  cent,  advance 
in  the  States  north  of  the  Ohio  Eiver. 

Horses  three  years  old  and  older  advanced  about  8  per  cent,  in  value 
during  the  year.  The  New  England  States  report  the  large  increase  of 
19  per  cent.,  while  the  next  section,  the  Middle  States,  fell  off  2  per  cent. 
The  Pacific  States  declined  less  than  1  per  cent.  The  other  sections  all 
show  increase,  viz:  South  Atlantic  States,  3  per  cent.;  Gulf  States,  3; 
Southern  inland  States,  6;  States  north  of  the  Ohio  Eiver,  3;  States 
west  of  the  Mississippi,  1. 

Maine. — Cumberland :  Number  increased ;  good  demand  and  better  prices.  Waldo : 
Wintering  well. 

Vermont. — Essex:  All  stock  very  healthy  and  in  fine  condition.  Orleans  :  Common 
stock. 

Massachusetts. — Berkshire :  Slight  increase  in  number. 

Rhode  Island. — Washington :  Few  raised. 

New  York. — Genesee:  About  the  same  number  as  last  year,  but  prices  advanced. 
Rockland:  Much  attention  given  to  raising  fine  stock. 

,    New  Jersey. — Morris:   Growing  demand.     Warren:   Numbers  about  the  same  as 
last  year,  with  prices  looking  up. 

Pennsylvania. — Armstrong:  Ready  sale  at  advanced  prices.  Bucks:  Slight  increase. 
Columbia:  Rather  low;  short  hay-crop.  Butler:  Good  demand  for  all  qualities,  and 
fair  prices.  Fayette:  Number  reduced;  scarcity  of  feed.  Monroe:  Numbers  increase 
yearly;  all  stock  in  good  condition.  Indiana:  Decreased  in  number  owing  to  low 
prices.     McKean  :  Good  demand  for  them  in  the  oil  districts. 

Virginia. — Botetourt:  We  have  a  greater  accumulation  of  all  kinds  of  stock  than 
at  any  time  since  the  war,  and  as  a  general  thing  in  better  condition.  Chesterfield : 
Numbers  increasing  and  quality  much  improved.  Halifax:  Healthy;  more  attention 
given  them.  Nansemond  :  But  little  attention  bestowed  on  stock-raising.  Northamp- 
ton :  Farmers  paying  more  attention  to  raising  stock  and  to  the  introduction  of  im- 
proved breeds ;  prices  rule  low. 

North  Carolina. — Davie :  More  in  number  than  for  several  years.  Iredell :  Im- 
provements made  by  the  introduction  of  superior  breeds.  Person :  Very  few  fine 
horses  in  this  county.  Wilson:  Increase  in  all  kinds  of  stock.  Yancey :  All  stock  is 
poking  well ;  mild  winter.  Nash:  Exempt  from  disease.  Haywood :  General  tendency 
to  improve  the  breeds. 
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South  Carolina. — Chesterfield  :  None  raised  for  market.  Colleton  :  Great  improve- 
ment; very  few  that  are  under  size.  Barnwell:  Mostly  from  Kentucky  and  Tennessee. 
Darlington  :  Five  per  cent,  more  than  last  year.  Union  :  No  improvement  in  quality; 
prices  about  tlie  same  as  last  year;  number  decreased  since  the  passage  of  the  "  stock 
law.''  Laurens :  Brought  from  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  where  forage  is  cheap. 
Aiken  :  Few  raised  and  none  sold  under  3  years  old. 

Georgia. — Baker:  All  domestic  animals  are  in  good  condition.  Berrien  :  All  stock 
healthy.  Cobb :  Number  increased  10  per  cent,  over  last  year.  Fannin :  Numbers 
reduced  by  large  sales  to  drovers.  Habersham :  Better  prices  than  last  year.  Warren  : 
No  diseases  ;  all  stock  is  looking  well.  Jefferson  :  But  little  variation  from  last  year. 
McDuffie :  More  attention  given  to  raising  stock  than  at  any  time  since  the  war. 
Wilkes:    Brought  from  Kentucky  and  Tennessee.      Stewart:    Bit  few  raised  here. 

Florida. — Calhoun:  County  hiring  up  rapidly;  numbers  of  all  kinds  of  stock 
greatly  increased.  Columbia:  Increase  both  in  number  and  quality.  Suwannee: 
Stock  is  in  good  condition  ;  mild  winter. 

Alabama. — Bullock :  More  attention  given  to  raising  stock,  and  county  being  grad- 
ually supplied  with  home-raised  horses.  Barbour  :  Better  stock  and  improved  breeds  ; 
more  care  taken  iu  raising  them.  Crenshaw  :  All  stock  doing  well  and  on  the  increase  ; 
very  mild  winter.  Franklin  :  One  of  the  mildest  winters  ever  known  here.  Hale : 
No  attention  given  to  stock-raising. 

Mississippi. — Grenada :  Few  raised.  Panola  :  Prices  10  to  15  per  cent,  higher  than 
last  year.  Tazoo  :  Number  increased ;  some  interest  now  exercised  in  improving  the 
breed.  Carroll:  Very  few  raised.  Eankin  :  All  stock  free  from  disease.  Starke y : 
Stock  interest  increasing.  Tate:  Supplied  from  the  markets  of  Tennessee;  consider- 
able number  of  fatal  cases  of  blind-staggers.  Bolivar  :  County  supplied  mostly  from 
Kentucky  and  Missouri.  Covington  :  In  good  condition ;  no  cold  weather.  Simpson : 
Numbers  about  the  same  as  last  year  ;  u  Kansas  fever"  reduced  prices. 

Louisiana. — Saint  Landry  :  About  the  usual  number;  many  fine  blooded,  and  com- 
mand a  high  price;  grass  is  good  nearly  all  the  year.  Terre  Bonne:  All  of  our  good 
horses  are  raised  in  Kentucky.    Richland :  Mild  winter ;  all  stock  are  in  good  condition. 

Texas. — Nacogdoches:  Some  cases  of  glanders.  Bastrop:  Looking  thin;  short  crops. 
Bosque :  Owing  to  protracted  drought,  there  is  a  scarcity  of  both  grass  and  water ; 
large  herds  driven  away  for  feeding.  Caldwell:  Decrease  in  numbers;  range  not  so 
good  as  formerly,  owing  to  the  large  immigration.  Dallas:  Much  neglected;  the 
greater  portion  crossed  with  Mexican  or  mustangs.  Ellis :  Improved  in  quality  and 
increased  in  price.  Hopkins :  Small  in  size  and  mixed  with  Spanish  and  Indian  stock. 
Guadalupe :  Drought  caused  short  feed  and  scarcity  of  water.  Tarrant:  Severe  drought ; 
large  numbers  taken  west  to  a  better  range.  Trinity  :  Prices  are  about  the  same  as 
last  year ;  feed  very  scarce.  Upshur  :  Increase  in  numbers,  but  decrease  in  value. 
Victoria  :  No  demand ;  prices  very  low.  Fannin  :  Number  increased ;  more  care  given 
to  raising  them.  Coleman  :  Protracted  drought  caused  a  decrease  in  numbers ;  many 
herds  taken  to  other  sections  to  graze.  Grimes  :  All  kinds  of  stock  are  in  poor  condi- 
tion. Bexar:  Kansas  markets  regulate  the  prices  of  stock  horses;  $7  is  the  average 
price  per  head  by  the  drove.  Hunt:  All,  with  but  few  exceptions,  are  of  native  stock; 
prices  lower  than  they  have  ever  been  before.  Palo  Pinto  :  Increased  numbers;  large 
immigration. 

Arkansas. — Polk:  All  stock  improving.  Pope:  Small  increase.  Independence:  A 
few  have  died  of  a  disease  supposed  to  be  the  blind-staggers,  produced  by  eating  un- 
sound corn.     Clark :  More  attention  is  being  paid  to  stock  of  all  kinds. 

Tennessee. — Anderson  :  All  surplus  horses  find  a  ready  sale  in  Southern  markets. 
Grainger :  All  kinds  of  stock  low  in  price,  and  in  excess  of  demand.  Greene  :  Good 
supply  and  but  small  demand.  Hamblen  :  Slight  increase  in  numbers,  and  prices  adr- 
vanced.  MeNairy  :  Many  farmers  have  stopped  breeding  them,  as  there  is  no  profit 
in  the  business.  Smith  :  About  the  same  as  last  year.  Sumner  :  Prices  low  and  no  de- 
mand.    Loudon  :  Stock  of  all  kinds  have  advanced  :  business  prosperous  and  people  in 
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better  spirits.  Robertson  :  Farmers  have  quit  raising  horses  and  mules.  McMinv  : 
Increased  in  value  from  20  to  30  per  cent,  during  the  past  two  months.  Blount :  Slight 
decrease.  Decatur :  About  the  same  as  last  year.  Dickson :  Gradual  increase  of  all 
kinds  of  stock.     Dyer  :  All  stock  are  wintering  well. 

West  Virginia. — Doddridge  :  About  the  same  as  last  year.  Marshall :  All  stock 
in  good  condition.  Mercer  :  More  on  hand  than  at  this  time  last  year.  Upshur  :  All 
stock  are  in  good  condition ;  no  winter  weather  yet.  Ritchie  :  Stock  looks  remarkably 
well.     Boone :  Overstocked. 

Kentucky. — Boyd :  In  better  demand ;  the  revival  of  the  iron  business  has  caused 
general  prosperity.  Calloway  :  Not  so  many  on  hand  as  usual ;  large  numbers  taken 
to  Southern  markets.  Cumberland:  All  stock  is  in  good  condition.  Edmonson: 
Common  grades.  Nicholas :  Low.  Garrard :  Excellent  condition ;  mild  winter. 
Roane :  Receives  but  little  attention  ;  low  prices.  Allen  :  The  increase  has  been  about 
equal  to  the  demand.     Ballard:  Better  stock  is  now  being  introduced. 

Ohio. — Licking :  All  kinds  of  domestic  animals  are  in  good  condition.  Preble : 
Number  decreased ;  many  marketed;  demand  good.  Warren:  All  stock  advanced  20 
j>er  cent,  in  value  during  the  past  eight  months ;  all  kinds  in  good  demand.  Wayne : 
All  kinds  of  stock  are  in  better  demand  than  one  year  ago.  Williams:  Less  number 
than  last  year;  farmers  sold  all  they  could  spare  at  advanced  prices.  Montgomery: 
Many  fine  selections  shipped  East,  which  reduces  the  number.  Sandusky  :  All  farm- 
stock  advanced  in  price.  Union  :  A  large  number  of  Clydesdale  and  French  horses  pro- 
duced. Clarke  :  Many  farmers  breeding  heavy  horses  for  Eastern  markets ;  some  fatal 
cases  of  hay-fever.  Geauga :  About  as  many  were  sold  out  of  the  county  as  were 
raised  last  spring.  Henry:  About  the  usual  number.  Adams:  More  sold  than  usual, 
and  a  less  number  of  colts  raised. 

Michigan. — Clinton  :  Light  horses  depreciated  in  value,  but  there  is  a  good  demand 
for  heavy  ones.  Cass  :  Norman  and  Clydesdale  are  being  introduced  to  a  considerable 
extent.     Lake :  All  stock  are  in  good  condition  and  free  from  disease. 

Indiana. — Franklin  :  Limited  number.  Jay :  Farmers  are  improving  their  stock. 
Jennings :  Stock  is  looking  well.  Decatur :  Numbers  and  prices  about  the  same  as  last 
year.  Noble :  Distemper  to  some  extent  among  horses.  Starke :  Number  increased, 
and  are  now  taking  the  place  of  mules. 

Illinois. — Stephenson:  All  stock  in  good  condition.  Kankakee:  Good  demand. 
Peoria :  Numbers  and  condition  of  all  domestic  animals  remain  practically  unchanged. 
Grundy:  Domestic  animals  are  in  brisk  demand  at  remunerative  prices.  Lee:  Slight 
increase  in  number.  Saint  Clair:  No  stock  raised  in  this  county.  Bureau:  Same  in 
number,  but  improving  in  quality  each  year,  as  the  stock  is  bred  from  improved  Nor- 
man and  Percheron  breeds. 

Wisconsin. — Buffalo:  All  stock  is  in  good  condition.  Racine:  About  the  same  as 
last  year.  Crawford:  More  farm  animals  of  all  kinds  are  being  raised.  Rock  :  About 
enough  for  home  demand.  Douglas:  A  great  many  French  and  Indian  ponies.  Wal- 
worth: Same  in  number  as  last  year,  but  lower  in  price.  Marathon:  Numbers  in- 
creased.    Door  :  Large  numbers  brought  from  Illinois. 

Minnesota. — Rice:  Brought  from  Iowa.  Steele:  Improved  breeds  of  all  kinds  of 
farm  stock  are  rapidly  gaining  a  foothold ;  prices  advanced.  Fillmore :  Small  increase 
of  all  farm  animals.  Wadena:  Large  increase;  immigration.  Traverse:  Large  in- 
crease. New  county;  two  years  ago  we  had  but  three  settlers,  now  we  number  over 
250. 

Iowa. — Calhoun:  Perfectly  healthy.  Guthrie:  Stock  of  all  kinds,  except  hogs,  have 
been  remarkably  free  from  disease.  Appanoose:  Farm  stock  in  excellent  condition. 
Hardin :  All  stock,  hogs  excepted,  is  doing  well.  Monroe :  No  great  change  in  domes- 
tic animals  either  as  to  numbers  or  value.  Polk :  More  interest  manifested  in  intro- 
ducing improved  breeds.  Washington:  All  stock,  except  hogs,  is  doing  well.  Henry: 
Prices  and  quality  a  little  better  than  last  year.  Ringgold:  Numbers  the  same,  but 
prices  advanced. 


b  NUMBERS    AND    PRICES    OF    FARM    ANIMALS, 

Missouri. — Moniteau:  Health  of  all  stock  is  good.  Platte:  But  little  demand.  Put- 
nam: Good  winter  for  stock:  market  good  and  prices  remunerating.  Schuyler:  Stock 
of  all  kinds  are  looking  fine;  dry,  open  winter.  Callaway:  A  large  number  of  Ken- 
tucky and  English  blooded  horses;  some  pure  bred  Norman  and  Percberon.  Clay: 
No  material  chauge  as  to  numbers.  Howell:  Wintering  well.  Dallas:  Looking  well; 
good  demand ;  no  diseases. 

Kansas. — Dickinson  :  Large  increase.  Ford:  Brought  from  Texas.  Wallace:  Few 
raised.  Davis:  Increase  of  all  kinds  of  farm  stock  ascribed  to  our  large  immigra- 
tion of  thrifty  people,  who  brought  stock  with  them.  Graham :  Immigration  has  been 
-so  great  that  it  is  impracticable  to  estimate  the  large  increase  of  farm  stock.  In 
twelve  months  we  hare  grown  from  300  to  over  2,000  in  poj)  illation.  Harvey  :  All  stock 
is  in  better  condition  than  at  this  time  in  any  former  year.  McPherson  :  Increase  in  all 
kinds  of  farm  stock.  Bush :  Immigrants  during  the  year  brought  in  large  numbers. 
Washington  :  Demand  for  a  better  class  of  horses,  and  also  large  ones.  Chase  :  Mostly 
mixed  with  the  Indian  breeds.  Lane:  All  ponies;  ours  is  a  new  county.  Ellis:  Num- 
bers increased  by  importations. 

Nebraska. — Buffalo:  All  farm  stock  is  increasing.  Dawson:  Very  few  horses 
change  hands  under  three  years  old.  Fillmore  :  All  farm  animals  are  in  good  condi- 
tion. Gosper :  Numbers  increased.  Otoe :  Prices  of  all  farm  stock  advancing.  Greeley : 
This  county  has  more  than  doubled  in  population  during  the  past  year;  large  increase 
in  all  kinds  of  farm  animals.  Polk  :  Generally  healthy.  Nemaha  :  Numbers  increased, 
but  lowest  prices  for  twenty  years.     Lancaster  :  Looking  well. 

Colorado. — El  Paso :  All  kinds  of  farm  stock  increased.  Douglas  :  We  have  the 
fine  Norman,  worth  from  $50  up,  to  thev Mustang  and  Broncho,  from  $5  to  $50.  Weld : 
American  stock  commands  a  much  higher  price  than  the  native  breeds.  Fremont : 
Prices  range  from  $40  to  $150  for  a  Broncho  to  a  good  American. 

California. — Contra  Costa  :  Good  demand.  Lake  :  Breed  is  being  improved.  Napa  : 
The  numbers  have  been  decreasing  for  several  years;  pasture  being  too  valuable  to 
keep  large  herds  of  California  horses.     San  Diego:  Scarcely  any  American  stock. 

Oregox. — Clackamas:  Numbers  about  the  same,  but  prices  a  little  better  than  last 
year. 

New  Mexico. — Colfax:  Strictly  a  stock  county;  principally  California,  Texas,  and 
Spanish  breeds.     Mora:  Small  Spanish  breed. 

Dakota. — Pembina  :  Increase  in  farm  stock  ascribed  to  immigration.  Moody :  All 
stock  is  in  good  condition ;  abundance  of  corn  and  good  hay.  Armstrong :  New  county  ; 
increase  ascribed  to  immigration.     Large  breeds  needed  for  freighting  purposes. 

Ixdiax  Territory. — Choctaw:  Tbe  Choctaws  let  their  stock  shift  for  themselves 
both  winter  and  summer ;  ponies  are  seldom  sold  under  three  years  old.  Some  few 
Indian  farmers  have  good  stock  of  all  kinds,  and  they  are  improving  the  whole 
Indian  country. 

Moxtaxa. — Deer  Lodge:  Good  American  horses  are  high;  the  prices  given  are  for 
Indian  and  half  breeds. 

MULES. 

This  class  of  farm  animals  increased,  on  the  whole,  about  1  per  cent. 
In  New  England  they  are  used  to  so  small  an  extent  that  our  corres- 
pondents are  not  able  to  obtain  any  satisfactory  information  in  regard 
to  them.    Hence  the  returns  from  that  section  make  no  mention  of  them. 

In  the  Middle  States  they  fell  off  2  per  cent.  The  numbers  reported 
in  this  section  are  not  large.  They  are  in  demand  for  use  in  the  coal 
mines  of  Pennsylvania  and  at  the  iron  works  in  different  parts  of  that 
State.     There  appears  to  be  very  little  home  production  in  this  section. 

In  the  South  Atlantic  States  there  was  a  slight  advance,  1  per  cent. 
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In  the  Gulf  States  they  increased  4  per  cent.  ;  Texas  reporting  6  per 
cent.  In  the  last-named  State  they  are  superseding  ponies  and  mus- 
tangs. They  are  produced  in  some  counties,  and  the  domestic  product 
shows  improved  qualities.  The  Southern  Inland  States  fall  off  about  3 
per  cent.  In  some  counties  they  have  been  sold  for  shipment  in  such 
numbers  as  to  cramp  the  home  market.  A  sudden  increase  of  prices 
for  shipment  South  caused  a  depletion  of  the  stocks  on  hand. 

The  States  north  of  the  Ohio  Eiver  fell  off  about  4  per  cent.,  the  losses 
in  the  lower  sections  not  being  met  by  the  increase  in  the  more  northern 
regions.  The  production  has  probably  not  fallen  off,  but  the  demand 
of  other  States  has  depleted  the  stocks. 

West  of  the  Mississippi  the  number  enlarged  3  per  cent.  Production, 
except  in  Missouri,  is  on  a  limited  scale,  but  the  importations  have  been 
very  large,  especially  by  immigrants  from  Central  and  Southern  States. 

The  Pacific  States  about  maintain  the  aggregate  of  last  year,  which 
is  by  no  means  imposing.  The  condition  of  these  animals  is  generally 
good.  Xo  disease  is  reported  among  them,  except  a  few  cases  of  blind 
staggers  in  Arkansas,  the  result  of  feeding  unsound  corn. 

The  average  price  of  mules  under  one  year  for  the  whole  country  shows 
an  increase  Of  8  per  cent,  over  the  last  year,  but  there  is  a  wide  range 
between  different  sections.  The  Middle  States  and  the  Pacific  coast 
show  an  increase  of  10  per  cent.,  while  the  Gulf  States  fall  off'  20  per 
cent.  The  other  sections  all  show  increase  from  1  per  cent,  in  the  South 
Atlantic  States  to  9  per  cent,  in  the  Southern  Inland  States. 

Yearling  mules  have  advanced  10  per  cent,  on  the  whole,  the  increase 
ranging  from  2  per  cent,  in  the  South  Atlantic  States  to  12  per  cent,  on 
the  Pacific  coast. 

Mules  between  one  and  two  years  old  realized  about  5  per  cent,  higher 
prices  than  the  previous  year.  The  increase  in  different  sections  ranges 
from  2J  per  cent,  in  the  Middle  States  to  10  per  cent,  in  the  Southern 
Inland  States  5  the  Pacific  States  fall  off  2  per  cent. 

Mules  three  years  old  and  upwards  average  5  per  cent,  higher  in  price 
than  last  year,  ranging  from  a  loss  of  6  per  cent,  on  the  Pacific  coast  to 
a  gain  of  11  per  cent,  in  the  Gulf  States. 

New  York. — Sullivan  :  Very  few.     Saint  Laivre.nce :  But  few  used  here! 

New  Jersey. — Atlantic:  Very  few  in  this  county.     Hudson:  None  raised. 

Pennsylvania. — Bucks  :  Slight  increase.  Cameron :  Brought  from  Buffalo  for  use 
in  the  coal  mines.  Monroe:  Numbers  increase  each  year.  Northumberland:  Brought 
in  from  other  States  for  use  in  the  mines.  Indiana:  Used  only  at  the  iron-works. 
Fayette:  Good  demand  in  the  coal  sections.  Luzerne:  Eaise  none  ;  between  four  and 
nve  hundred  used  up  in  the  mines  each  year.  Tioga  :  Scarce.  Clearfield:  But  few  in 
number  ;  prices  rate  about  the  same  as  horses. 

Virginia.— Chesterfield:  Better  demand. 

North  Carolina.—  Nash  :  Doing  well. 

South  Carolina. — Darlington:  Five  per  cent,  increase  in  numbers. 

Georgia. — Cobb:  Number  increased  5  per  cent,  over  last  year.  Stewart;  None  in 
the  county. 

Alabama. — Barbour:  Brought  from  Kentucky  and  Tennessee. 
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Mississippi. — Simpson :  More  than  usual ;  owing  to  the  i '  Kansas  fever,"  many  colored 
people  have  sold  off  their  stock. 

Texas. — Tarrant:  Taking  the  place  of  ponies.  Upshur:  Hold  up  very  well.  Vic- 
toria: Abetter  class  is  being  raised,  Waller:  No  attention  is  given  them.  Hunt: 
But  few  in  the  county,  and  they  are  of  inferior  stock. 

Arkansas. — Pope:  Numbers  increased.  Independence:  Some  losses  by  blind  stag- 
gers ;  supposed  cause,  eating  unsound  corn. 

Tennessee. — Greene:  In  demand  and  scarce.  Hamblen  :  Not  so  plenty  as  last  year; 
prices  advanced  20  per  cent.  Smith  :  Good  demand.  Sumner:  Number  decreased  12-J- 
percent.  Bradley:  In  good  demand  at  fair  prices  for  shipment  South.  Lawrence: 
Decrease  in  numbers  owing  to  the  demand  from  the  cotton  States.  McMinn:  In- 
creased in  value  from  20  to  30  per  cent,  in  the  past  60  days.  Blount :  Slight  decrease 
on  account  of  low  prices  of  previous  years. 

West  Virginia. — Calhoun:  Very  few  in  the  county.     Jackson:  Horses  preferred. 

Kentucky. — Butler:  Some  demand,  but  at  very  low  prices.  Callaway:  Scarce; 
many  taken  to  Southern  markets.  Cumberland :  Large  sales  have  reduced  the  number. 
Edmonson:  Best  of  them  have  been  sold.  Jessamine:  Low  prices  caused  them  to  be 
neglected.  Logan:  Good  prices  have  stimulated  farmers  to  renewed  efforts.  Nicholas: 
Stock  is  low.  Allen  :  The  demand  of  the  past  year  has  greatly  reduced  the  supply. 
Taylor :  Increased  demand  from  the  South  has  made  them  very  scarce.  Jefferson : 
Not  enough  raised  for  home  <use. 

Ohio. —  Union  :  Not  so  many  raised  as  a  few  years  ago.  Geauga:  Average  value  a 
little  above  horses.  Henry :  Increase  in  numbers,  and  growing  in  more  favor  for  farm 
uses ;  prices  rule  a  little  above  horses. 

Michigan. — Hillsdale:  Numbers  decreased. 

Indiana. — Decatur:  Prices  nearly  the  same  as  last  year,  with  a  slight  decrease  in 
numbers. 

Wisconsin. — Dunn :  Brought  from  Iowa  and  Missouri.  Racine :  About  the  same  as 
last  year.  Bock  :  But  few.  Milwaukee:  None  raised  here,  and  but  few  used  for  farm 
purposes. 

Minnesota. — Chisago:  Brought  from  the  Southern  States. 

Iowa. — Folk:  Much  attention  given  to  improving  the  breeds.  Ringgold:  Growing 
in  favor. 

Kansas. — Dickinson  :  Brought  from  Missouri.  Ford  :  Brought  from  Texas,  Wash- 
ington :  Better  demand  than  usual.     Fllis:  Increase  ascribed  to  importation. 

Missouri. — Johnson  :  Last  spring  the  "Colorado  mining  fever"  took  all  our  surplus 
stock.     Pettis:  Command  a  better  price  than  horses. 

Nebraska. — Nemaha  :  Growing  more  in  favor  for  farm  work. 

Nevada. — Esmeralda:  Very  few  raised  ;  will  receive  more  attention  next  year. 

California. — Contra  Costa:  Few  raised. 

Oregon. — Clackamas:  No  demand,  and  but  few  raised. 

MILCH  COWS. 

Milcli  cows  increased  in  number  about  1  per  cent,  compared  with  the 
previous  year.  There  was  a  falling  off  on  the  Atlantic  slope  and  in  the 
States  north  of  the  Ohio  Eiver,  but  an  increase  in  all  the  other  sections 
of  the  country,  especially  in  the  States  north  of  the  Mississippi  Eiver 
and  on  the  Pacific  coast.  There  was  a  considerable  westward  transfer 
of  cows  by  settlers  occupying  the  new  lands  of  the  far  West,  and  also 
an  increased  production  in  that  region.  In  the  Gulf  States  and  inland 
Southern  States  there  is  a  considerable  increase. 

The  slight  decline  in  numbers  noted  in  the  Xew  England  and  Middle 
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States,  and  in  the  States  north  of  the  Ohio  Eiver,  does  not  indicate  a 
decline  in  the  dairy  interest,  but  rather  a  substitution  of  a  better  class 
of  animals,  the  offspring  of  better  breeds,  in  the  dairies  and  factory  farms 
of  those  regions.  The  slightly  decreased  number  of  cows  in  these  States 
produce  more  butter  and  cheese,  and  of  better  quality,  than  was  ever 
produced  before.  The  immediate  cause  of  the  reduction  in  numbers 
appears  to  have  been  the  selling  off  of  surplus  cows  on  account  of  low 
prices.  The  animals  sold  for  the  shambles  were  mostly  of  inferior  breeds, 
and  their  disposal  in  this  manner  was  a  special  benefit  to  the  dairy  and 
stock-raising  interest. 

West  of  the  Mississippi  the  increase  is  reported  at  6  per  cent,  in  the 
number  of  milch  cows.  This  estimate  is  probably  below  the  real  facts 
in  the  case,  but  immigration  and  agricultural  settlement  in  those  States 
is  so  active  that  it  is  difficult  for  statistical  inquiry  to  keep  pace  with 
them.  This  has  created  a  home  market  for  surplus  cows  in  these  States, 
while  a  large  number  have  been  brought  from  the  States  east  of  the 
Mississippi.  Of  the  adaptation  of  the  northern  portion  of  this  region 
to  the  dairy  industry  there  has  been  no  doubt,  but  practical  enterprise 
is  reported  in  counties  south  of  the  line  of  the  Missouri  Eiver,  which  in- 
dicate a  special  capability  in  this  direction.  The  blue-grass  has  been 
grown  further  south  in  this  region  than  has  been  popularly  supposed 
and  several  successful  dairy  farms  on  a  large  scale  have  been  successfully 
established.  The  climate  here  admits  of  green  feeding  during  a  larger 
portion  of  the  year  than  in  States  further  north.  A  marked  improve- 
ment of  the  dairy  stock  of  this  region  is  observable.  It  is  stated  that 
some  dairymen  have  been  able  to  reduce  the  cost  of  subsistence  per  cow 
to  about  five  or  six  cents  per  day.  If  this  fact  be  found  to  be  of  any 
extensive  application,  the  problem  of  dairy  production  will  be  simplified 
and  the  consumption  greatly  increased. 

The  Pacific  States  also  report  an  increase  amounting  to  4  per  cent, 
over  last  year's  number  of  cows.  In  several  counties  of  California  it  is 
estimated  that  from  a  third  to  a  half  of  the  cattle  are  milch  cows.  Cali- 
fornia butter  and  cheese  are  taking  advanced  rank  in  the  home  market; 
a  fact  which  shows  an  improvement  not  only  in  the  animals  but  also  in 
the  methods  of  preparing  butter  and  cheese  for  market. 

In  the  States  south  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line  dairying  has  been  of 
limited  development,  except  in  the  northern  sections.  But  several  re- 
ports indicate  an  increase  in  the  numbers,  and  an  improvement  in  the 
quality  of  the  dairy  stock,  in  different  localities.  Milk  and  butter  pro- 
duction jnoinises  to  become  more  prominent  among  farm  productions. 
In  Arkansas  and  Texas  the  number  is  increased  on  the  whole,  and  the 
character  of  the  stock  is  improved.  The  cows  of  several  large  cattle  coun- 
ties in  the  last-named  State  are  sent  for  a  portion  of  the  year  to  graze  in 
the  frontier  counties.  This  system  of  herding  can  scarcely  be  made  to 
harmonize  with  dairy  production,  but  as  agricultural  settlement  increases 
the  range  of  free  pasture  becomes  contracted.     The  cattle  interests  will 
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"be  compelled  to  adopt  more  economic  methods  and  to  enlarge  and  im- 
prove its  dairy  product. 

The  average  price  of  milch  cows  is  about  2J  per  cent,  greater  than  last 
year.  The  Gulf  States  show  a  decline  of  5  per  cent,  and  the  Southern 
inland  States  of  1  per  cent.  All  the  other  sectious  show  an  increase,  which 
in  the  States  west  of  the  Mississippi  Eiver  amounts  to  9  per  cent. ;  the 
other  sections  range  down  to  1J  per  ceut.  in  the  Xew  England  States. 

The  condition  of  this  class  of  farm  animals  is  good  in  all  sections  of 
the  country.  3To  prevailing  diseases  are  reported  "by  any  of  our  corres- 
pondents. 

Maine. — Cumberland :  Numbers  increased  :  prices  are  some  lower  owingto  tlie  advance 
in  corn  and  hay. 

Vermont. — Orleans  :  Our  principal  stock. 

Massachusetts. — Berkshire:  About  the  usual  number.  Plymouth :  Numbers  increas- 
ing-. 

New  York. — Chemung:  This  is  a  dairy  country :  several  creameries  in  operation. 
Genesee :  Numbers  diminished  owing  to  the  low  price  of  butter  and  cheese  in  the  early 
part  of  the  season. 

New  Jersey. — Morns:  Numbers  increasing.     Hunterdon:  Good  demand. 

Pennsylvania. — Bucks  :  Dairy  farming  is  growing  into  one  of  our  leading  indus- 
tries ;  milch  cows  increasing  in  number,  as  well  as  improving  in  breed.  Sullivan  : 
Better  demand  since  the  advance  in  butter.  Lehigh:  Several  creameries  established 
during  the  past  year,  whicb  accounts  for  the  increase  of  numbers.  Pleuro-pneumonia 
eported  at  one  farm. 

Virginia. — Chesterfield:  Numbers  increasing,  and  quality  rapidly  improving.  Fair- 
ax  :  Plenty  and  cheap. 

North  Carolina. — Xash  :  Doing  well. 

Texas. —  Upshur:  Decrease  in  numbers,  and  prices  lower.  Victoria:  General  im- 
provement.    Hunt :  One-fourth  of  them  removed  to  frontier  counties  to  graze. 

Arkansas. — Pope:  Slight  increase. 

Tennessee. — Hamblen  ;  No  demand.     Blount :  Dull  sale  and  prices  low. 

Ohio. — Medina:  Numbers  diminished.  Geauga:  Low  prices  of  last  year  caused 
many  to  dispose  of  their  cows  and  invest  in  sheep.  Williams  :  Increase  in  the  dairy 
business.    Henry :  Large  numbers  bought  for  the  Buffalo  market  during  the  past  montk. 

Michigan. — Hillsdale:  Good  demand  since  the  rise  in  butter. 

Indiana. — Starke:  Increase  in  number. 

Illinois. —  Whiteside-s :  The  activity  in  the  dairy  business  has  increased  the  numbers. 

Wisconsin. — Racine:  Numbers  decreasing.  Calumet:  Low  prices  of  dairy  products 
in  the  early  season  caused  many  farmers  to  dispose  of  their  cows.  Bock :  Increased 
numbers,  but  low  prices.  Walworth  :  Few  in  number  and  low  in  price,  but  since  the 
advance  in  butter  they  are  looking  up.  Brown:  A  large  number  sold  owing  to  the 
scarcity  of  hay. 

Iowa. — Muscatine:  Numbers  decreased;  dairy  farming  is  not  considered  profitable. 
Howard :  The  "  herd  law"  has  caused  a  reduction  in  numbers.     Ringgold :  No  demand. 

Kansas. — Dickinson  :  Improved  breeds  are  being  introduced :  dairy  interests  increas- 
ing.    Leavenworth  :  Large  increase. 

Nebraska. — Dawson  :  Mostly  stock,  calves  running  with  them  until  weaned.  Gos- 
per :  Number  increased. 

California. — Napa  :  Dairying  not  so  extensively  followed  as  some  years  ago ;  it 
still  pays  in  some  localities.  Plumas :  Dairy  farming  is  our  principal  agricultural 
industry :  about  one-half  of  our  cattle  are  milch  cows. 

Oregon. — Clackamas :  More  plentiful  than  last  year  at  this  time. 
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OXEX  AND  OTHER  CATTLE. 

Cattle,  including  oxen,  fell  off  about  1  per  cent,  on  the  whole.  The 
Xew  England  States  increased  2  per  cent.,  the  States  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi 3  per  cent.,  and  the  Pacific  States  4  per  cent.  The  South  Atlantic 
States  and  the  States  north  of  the  Ohio  River  about  maintain  their  last 
year's  aggregate.  The  Middle  States  fall  off  3  per  cent.,  the  Gulf  States 
5  per  cent.,  and  the  Southern  inland  States  2  per  cent. 

The  increase  in  the  Xew  England  States  is  not  to  be  referred  to  an 
increased  production  of  animals  in  that  section,  but  to  an  importation  of 
cattle  from  the  Middle  and  Western  States.  Our  correspondents  in  sev- 
eral counties  note  the  decreasing  number  of  oxen.  Cattle  as  draught 
animals  are  superseded  by  horses  in  the  older  States  of  this  region  to 
an  increasing  extent  as  time  passes. 

Several  correspondents  in  the  Middle  States  note  the  diminished  num- 
ber of  cattle  wintered  in  their  counties  on  account  of  the  short  crop  of 
hay  and  the  scarcity  of  other  winter  food.  The  disuse  of  oxen  as 
draught  animals  is  also  noted.  In  many  cases  no  calves  are  raised,  but 
are  sent  to  market  as  veals.  The  practice  of  importing  western  cattle 
to  fatten  for  market  has  been  growing  in  this  section,  but  in  many 
localities  the  scarcity  and  high  price  of  forage  have  considerably 
restricted  this  branch  of  the  cattle  industry.  The  same  cause  has  also 
depressed  the  price  of  cattle  for  feeding  and  still  further  restricted  home 
production. 

The.  South  Atlantic  States  report  about  the  same  aggregate  as  last 
year.  In  Craig  County,  Virginia,  several  fatal  cases  are  reported  of  a 
disease  designated  by  the  unmeaning  word  "  murrain."  In  Halifax 
County  the  "  Carolina  distemper  n  has  embarrassed  the  cattle  interest 
to  a  considerable  extent.  These  are  the  only  cases  of  disease  noted  in 
this  section.  In  South  Carolina  the  "  no  fence  "  law  has  considerably 
changed  the  economic  conditions  of  the  cattle  industry.  The  require- 
ment upon  cattle-owners  to  restrain  the  depredations  of  their  stock  has 
caused  them  to  part  with  less  valuable  animals  and  to  restock  their 
herds  with  better  breeds.  An  increased  amount  of  beef-packing  is  noted 
in  Georgia. 

In  the  Gulf  States  the  number  of  cattle  have  increased  in  all  except 
Texas,  which  reports  a  decline  of  7  per  cent.  As  this  State  contains 
about  five-sixths  of  the  cattle  in  this  section,  this  decrease  absorbs  the 
increase  in  the  other  sections  and  creates  a  deficit  of  5  per  cent,  on  the 
whole.  The  conservative  tendencies  of  the  cattle  men  of  Florida  are  still 
seen  in  their  clinging  to  the  old  native  breeds,  but  in  Alabama  we  have 
reports  of  substantial  improvement  in  this  respect.  Several  correspon- 
dents in  Mississippi  note  heavy  shipments  to  the  New  Orleans  market. 
In  some  cases  the  native  stocks  have  been  considerably  reduced  by  the 
demand  for  shipment.  In  Texas  the  summer  drought  and  consequent 
destruction  of  forage  caused  the  removal  of  immense  droves  to  the 
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frontier  comities  to  find  pasture ;  in  some  cases  the  drives  were  300 
miles  in  extent.  The  occupancy  of  the  land  by  crop  farmers  has  also 
narrowed  the  range  and  rendered  subsistence  more  precarious.  This 
has  induced  farmers  to  introduce  better  breeds  of  cattle,  especially 
shorthorns.  The  indications  are  multiplying-  that  the  cattle  business  in 
Texas  is  undergoing  a  revolution  and  adapting  itself  to  changed  circum- 
stances and  economic  conditions.  The  production  of  the  old,  lanky, 
long-horned,  cheap  "  Texan  "  cattle  which  some  ten  years  ago  made  such 
a  formidable  irruption  upon  the  markets  of  the  country  is  no  longer 
profitable. 

The  Southern  inland  States  also  show  a  decline  in  the  numbers  of 
cattle.  Our  reports  from  different  sections  of  this  region  show  the  busi- 
ness in  quite  different  aspects.  In  some  cases  prices  are  low,  with  no 
demand.  This  is  often  the  result  of  scant  forage-crops,  and  in  other 
cases  of  the  inferior  quality  of  the  animals  disposable  by  the  farmers. 
In  other  cases  a  brisk  demand  has  not  only  drained  off  the  surplus,  but 
has  considerably  reduced  the  stock  cattle.  This  is  more  particularly 
noticeable  in  Kentucky.  Marshall  County,  in  this  State,  shipped  35 
per  cent,  of  her  entire  stock  to  other  States.  Gibson  County,  Tennessee, 
exported  20  per  cent. 

Of  the  States  north  of  the  Ohio  River  the  increase  in  Michigan  and 
Illinois  is  just  sufficient  to  counterbalance  the  slight  decline  in  the  other 
three  States,  making  the  aggregate  for  this  section  about  the  same  as 
last  year.  A  brisk  trade  eastward  is  especially  noticeable,  the  demand 
of  which  accounts  for  the  reduction  of  the  stocks  in  many  counties. 
From  our  regular  and  occasional  correspondence,  as  well  as  from  intelli- 
gent discussions  and  statements  in  the  agricultural  journals,  we  are  as- 
sured that  a  marked  improvement  in  the  quality  of  the  cattle  of  this 
region  is  constantly  going  on.  An  able  writer  in  the  National  Live- 
stock Journal,  whose  name  has  been  identified  with  the  agricultural 
progress  of  Ohio  for  a  quarter-  of  a  century,  declares  that  there  are  more 
thorough-bred  cattle  in  that  State  than  at  any  former  period,  though  the 
general  aggregate  has  been  reduced.  The  number  of  cattle  on  the  farms 
of  the  Xorthwest  is  less  than  ten  years  ago,  yet  it  is  believed  that  the 
meat  production  is  much  larger  and  of  better  quality.  The  favorite 
breeds  are  the  Durham,  Jersey,  Ayrshire,  Devon,  and  Hereford.  The 
short-horn  blood  is  now  in  process  of  dissemination  to  an  extent  never 
before  known.  The  production  of  thorough-bred  cattle  has  become  an 
attractive  and  profitable  business,  while  the  improvement  of  the  com- 
mon stock  by  crosses  with  blooded  animals  is  a  matter  of  general  policy. 
There  is,  however,  room  for  vast  improvement  in  this  direction  yet. 
Working  oxen  are  disappearing  in  many  parts  of  this  region.  Door 
County,  Wisconsin,  has  depleted  her  stock  of  cattle  by  exchange  for 
horses  from  Illinois. 

"West  of  the  Mississippi  the  stock  of  cattle  has  increased  3  per  cent. 
The  older-settled  States,  Iowa  and  Missouri,  report  but  1  per  cent.,  but 


NUMBERS    AXD    PRICES    OF    FARM    ANIMALS.  15 

Kansas  enlarges  her  stock  12  per  cent,  and  Nebraska  16  per  cent.  The 
stocks  of  many  counties  were  enlarged  by  herds  from  a  distance  brought 
in  to  consume  their  ample  crops  of  low-priced  forage.  A  correspondent 
in  Minnesota  complains  that  the  farmers  of  his  county  do  not  raise 
enough  corn,  and  that,  consequently,  a  large  proportion  of  their  cattle 
must  be  driven  into  Iowa.  The  wants  of  an  enormous  immigration  have 
created  a  home  market  for  domestic  production,  and  hence  have  retained 
at  home  a  portion  of  the  surplus  which  otherwise  would  have  been  sent 
eastward.  Those  counties  in  which  the  grain-raising  interest  has  been 
discouraged  by  short  crops  or  by  the  ravages  of  grasshoppers  have  now 
gone  into  cattle-raising  with  great  zeal.  Pulaski  County,  Missouri,  re- 
ports about  fifty  fatal  cases  of  black-leg.  A  few  cases  of  the  same 
among  calves  are  noted  in  Marion,  Kansas.  With  these  exceptions  the 
condition  of  cattle  in  this  section  is  good.  From  Kansas  we  have  the 
same  report  as  from  Texas,  that  as  agricultural  settlement  increases  the 
range  of  free  pasture  is  diminished  and,  consequently,  the  number  of 
cattle  decreases.  This  refers,  however,  only  to  the  scrubby  native  stocks. 
The  better  breeds  are  introduced  every  year  to  an  increasing  extent, 
and  the  character  of  the  animals  produced  is  more  profitable  to  the 
farmer  and  creditable  to  the  stock-raising  interest  of  this  section. 
Seward  County,  Nebraska,  reports  a  demand  for  cattle  which  has  left 
scarcely  any  but  milch  cows  behind.  In  Colorado  ^American  cattle," 
that  is,  cattle  imported  from  the  East,  command  a  much  higher  price 
than  the  scrawny  Mexican  breeds  called  "  natives.'"  In  Fremont  County 
the  cattle-men  have  banded  together  in  illegal  combinations  to  expel 
sheep  husbandry  from  the  county  entirely.  This  policy  is  violative  of 
personal  rights,  besides  being  short-sighted :  it  will  not  be  able  to  stand. 
The  same  dictatorial  power  may  attempt  in  the  same  way  to  restrict 
soil  culture.  It  is  as  justifiable  in  one  case  as  in  the  other.  The  disuse 
of  oxen  is  a  marked  feature  even  in  the  new  States. 

On  the  Pacific  coast  California  has  fallen  off  1  per  cent,  while  Oregon 
has  increased  7  per  cent,  in  the  number  of  cattle.  The  work  of  improve- 
ment is  visible  also  in  this  region. 

The  Territories  have  increased  their  stock  about  8  per  cent,  over  last 
year.  Many  centers  of  promising  production  have  been  inaugurated  in 
these  inchoate  communities,  and  the  prospect  is  that  it  will  soon  become 
a  great  and  thriving  interest. 

The  average  price  of  yearling  cattle,  taking  the  whole  country  through, 
is  6  per  cent,  greater  than  last  year.  All  sections  of  the  country  show 
an  increase  except  the  Pacific  States. 

The  average  price  of  two-year-old  cattle  increased  about  6  per  cent. 
There  was  a  falling  off  in  the  Gulf  States,  the  Southern  inland  States, 
and  the  Pacific  States:  in  the  other  States  the  average  has  increased. 

Cattle  from  two  to  three  years  old  advanced  about  3  per  cent,  in  aver- 
age price.  There  was  a  marked  decline  in  Xew  England— 11  per  cent. — 
and  on  the  Pacific  coast— 8  per  cent;  there  was  also  a  slight  decline  in 
the  South  Atlantic  States,  but  an  increase  in  all  the  other  sections. 
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In  the  price  of  cattle  of  three  years  and  upwards  there  is  a  falling'  oft 
of  2  per  cent.,  taking  all  sections  of  the  country  together,  ^"ew  England 
fell  off  8  per  cent,  and  the  Middle  States  6  per  cent.  There  was  also  a 
slight  decline  in  the  Gulf  States  and  the  Pacific  States.  The  increase 
in  the  other  sections  was  not  sufficient  to  counteract. this  decline. 

The  condition  of  cattle  is  remarkably  good.  Only  few  counties  report 
prevailing  diseases. 

Maine. — York:  "The  so-called  improved  breeds  of  cattle  do  not  sell  for  one  whit 
more  than  the  so-called  scrubs." 

Vermont. — Chittenden  :  Went  into  winter  quarters  looking  well.  All  kinds  of  stock 
are  doing  well.     Orleans  :  Not  one  farmer  in  ten  keeps  oxen. 

Massachusetts. — Plymouth :  Numbers  decreasing. 

New  York. — Saint  Lawrence  :  Limited  number.  Tioga  :  Not  so  many  being  wintered 
as  usual  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  hay.  Washington  :  Prospects  of  a  long  winter,  with 
not  an  overabundant  stock  of  forage. 

New  Jersey. — Atlantic :  Not  a  yoke  of  oxen  in  the  county.  Hudson :  None  raised ; 
calves  vealed. 

Pennsylvania. — Columbia:  Rather  low;  short  crop  of  hay.  Sullivan:  Lower  in 
price  than  at  any  time  since  1861 ;  short  hay-crop.  Elk  :  But  little  raised  or  sold  in 
this  county.  Butler:  Overstocked;  slow  sale.  Fayette:  Numbers  reduced  owing  to 
scarcity  of  feed.  Luzerne:  Four- fifths  of  our  beef-cattle  come  from  other  counties. 
Centre :  Prices  depressed  ;  grasshoppers  and  drought. 

Maryland. — Montgomery :  Many  cattle  from  other  States  are  fattened  here  for  sale 
to  butchers.     Prince  George's  :  Prices  are  very  low. 

Virginla.. — Craig  :  A  considerable  number  of  stock-cattle  have  died  from  murrain. 
Halifax :  "  Carolina  distemper  "  greatly  hinders  more  extensive  efforts.  Rockingham  : 
All  stock  healthy  and  free  from  disease.  Bland  :  No  bad  weather  yet;  stock  looking 
well.     Middlesex  :  All  stock  is  healthy ;  short  hay  and  corn  crops  have  decreased  values. 

North  Carolina. — Wintering  well  and  in  good  condition.  Iredell :  Improved 
breeds  are  being  introduced.     Haywood  :  General  tendency  to  improve  all  stock. 

South  Carolina. — Colleton  :  Remarkable  improvement  in  all  kinds  of  stock.  Ches- 
ter :  Improving  in  quality,  but  on  account  of  the  passage  of  the  "  no  fence  law  "  the 
numbers  have  decreased.     Anderson  :  Very  few  raised. 

Georgia. — Cobb:  About  the  usual  number.  Colquit:  Looking  well;  warm  winter. 
Harris  :  In  better  condition  than  usual ;  mild  winter.  Paulding :  All  stock  are  in  good 
condition.  Thomas  :  No  fine  stock.  Murray  :  About  the  same  as  last  year.  Mcintosh: 
Increasing  interest.  Mc Duffy  :  Have  packed  more  meat  of  our  own  raising  than  for 
any  winter  in  ten  years. 

Florida. — No  improved  stock. 

Alabama. — Numbers  increa  sed  ;  better  stock  and  improved  breeds.  Conecuh  :  Large 
increase.  Colbert :  Stock  of  all  kinds  are  in  better  condition  than  for  years  ;  no  dis- 
ease. 

Mississippi. — Grenada  :  The  heavy  shipments  to  the  New  Orleans  market  have  de- 
creased the  number.  Attala  :  All  stock  is  free  from  disease  and  doing  well.  Copiah  : 
Very  warm  winter  ;  loss  of  $10,000  by  meat  spoiling.  Winston  :  Heavy  shipments  to 
New  Orleans.     Simpson  :  Good  demand. 

Texas. — Navarro :  Low  condition  owing  to  scarcity  of  water  and  pasture  during 
summer  months ;  not  enough  water  has  yet  fallen  for  stock  on  the  prairies.  Hunt  : 
One-half  of  our  stock  removed  to  frontier  counties  to  graze.  Williamson  :  Owing  to 
protracted  drought  over  one-third  of  all  kinds  of  stock  have  been  driven  to  other 
counties.  Coleman  :  Large  numbers  have  been  sent  to  other  counties  for  a  better  range. 
Anderson:  Bad  condition:  drought  and  scarcity  of  water.  Bastrop:  Looking  well. 
Bosque:  Failure  of  water  and  grass  made  it  necessary  to  drive  large  numbers  from 200 
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to  300  miles  distant.  Dallas  :  Native  breeds  are  running  out  and  being  replaced  by 
good  grades  of  snort-horns.  Ellis :  Large  herds  have  been  driven  west  for  food  and 
water ;  county  filling  up  with  immigrants ;  range  not  so  good  as  formerly.  Hopkins  : 
Large  droves  have  been  sent  west  for  better  range.  Rockwall :  Mauy  herds  driven 
to  other  counties  to  range.  Burnet :  Seventy -five  per  cent,  have  been  taken  out  of  the 
county  on  account  of  the  failure  of  water  and  grass ;  considerable  decline  in  prices. 
Fannin  :  More  attention  bestowed  ;  numbers  increasing. 

Arkansas. — Pope:  Falling  off.  Ashley:  This  county  bas  not  sold  so  many  as  for- 
merly ;  farmers  are  now  able  to  keep  them. 

Tennessee. — Greene:  Low  and  no  demand.  Knox :  Quality  and  condition  much 
improved.  London:  Advanced.  Robertson:  About  the  same  as  last  year.  Bradley: 
Very  low,  and  always  will  be  until  better  breeds  are  introduced.  Gibson  :  About  20 
per  cent,  of  our  supply  shipped  to  other  markets.  McMinn :  Beef  cattle  advanced. 
Blount:  No  demand;  prices  low.  Dickson:  Gradually  increasing  ;  no  disease.  Lewis: 
Trade  is  lively  and  stock  in  good  demand.     Dyer:  Wintering  well. 

West  Virginia. — Marion:  The  short  hay-crop  decreased  the  numbers.  Summers: 
Lower  in  price  than  at  any  time  since  1835.  Boone:  Stock  cattle  were  slow  sale  last 
fall  owing  to  failure  of  the  hay-crop.  Randolph  :  Falling  off  in  numbers  ascribed  to 
scarcity  of  forage. 

Kentucky. — Crittenden:  Scarce,  owing  to  the  unprecedented  demand  throughout 
the  summer.  Garrard:  Excellent  condition;  mild  winter.  Marshall:  Thirty-five  per 
cent,  have  been  purchased  and  taken  to  other  States  during  the  past  three  months. 
Roane:  Numbers  are  increasing  yearly.  Nelson:  Discouraging  outlook  for  wintering- 
stock.     Fulton:  All  stock  are  in  good  condition. 

Ohio. — Allen:  A  marked  improvement  in  the  breeds.  Adams :  Are  considered  better 
property  than  formerly,  and  are  receiving  more  attention.  Geauga :  More  taken  out 
of  the  county  than  were  raised  during  the  year.  Medina:  Number  diminished.  Preble: 
More  plentiful  than  for  several  years.  Tuscarawas:  The  mild  winter  has  been  very 
easy  on  stock. 

Michigan. — Hillsdale:  Working  oxen  have  nearly  disappeared.  Allegan:  Very  few 
in  the  county.  Clinton  :  Prices  so  low  that  it  hardly  pays  for  feeding  and  care.  Cass  : 
Very  few  oxen.  Chippewa:  This  is  the  first  fall  that  we  have  had  a  sufficient  supply 
for  the  butchers  ;  this  industry  is  improving,  but  the  breeds  should  be  improved. 

Indiana. — Crawford:  Unusually  low ;  hay  and  forage  very  scarce.  Decatur:  Slight 
increase  in  price.  Hamilton:  About  the  same  as  last  year.  Marion:  All  stock  are 
doing  well.  Madison :  Hard  winter  for  stock.  Starke :'  Ready  sale  at  good  prices. 
Orange:  Some  good  short-horns  and  Jerseys. 

Illinois, — Brown  :  Wintering  well,  but  hay  is  scarce.  Hamilton  :  The  wet,  rainy 
weather  has  been  severe  on  stock.  La  Salle:  All  are  healthy.  Livingston  :  Good  con- 
dition; fine  winter  weather.  Pope:  Large  numbers  have  been  taken  out  of  county 
during  the  past  three  months. 

Wisconsin. — Portage:  Many  valuable  cattle  in  our  lumber  districts.  Calumet:  Num- 
bers decreased;  short  hay  crop.  Walworth:  Numbers  increasing.  Marathon:  Num- 
bers increased.  Door :  Numbers  depleted  by  exchange  for  horses  from  Illinois.  Rich- 
and:  All  stock  are  doing  well.  Monroe:  Largest  shipments  ever  made  in  anyone 
season. 

Minnesota. — Ramsey:  All  kinds  of  stock  have  advanced  in  price.  Rice:  Large 
numbers  taken  to  Iowa.  Fillmore:  A  majority  of  our  cattle  are  taken  to  Iowa  and  Illi- 
nois to  fatten  for  eastern  markets;  we  should  raise  enough  corn  to  fatten  them  at 
home.  Polk:  Increase  in  all  kinds  of  farm  stock,  ascribed  to  immigration.  Wadena: 
Large  increase  in  numbers :  immigration. 

Iowa. — Calhoun:  Healthy.  Henry:  Having  a  good  corn  crop,  many  are  brought 
lure  for  feeding.  Polk:  Numbers  decrease  as  our  county  fills  up.  Sioux:  Numbers 
increasing  since  the  jnoduetion  of  cereals  has  been  discouraged  by  the  ravages  of  the 
grasshoppers.  Linn:  Generally  in  good  condition.  Plymouth:  Increased  interest  in 
stock-raising  since  failure  of  our  wheat  crops. 
2  F   A 
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Missouri. — Johnson  :  We  are  feeding  8,000  head  of  foreign  cattle  for  the  spring  mar- 
ket. Moniteau:  Prices  are  unexpectedly  low.  Carroll:  A  large  number  brought  from 
Colorado  to  be  stall-fed  on  our  immense  corn  crop.  McDonald:  Hard  times  and  the 
drought  have  diminished  the  number  and  prices  of  all  farm  animals.  Mercer :  All 
stock  are  healthy,  hogs  excepted.  Pettis:  All  stock  are  in  splendid  condition;  mild 
winter.  Pulaski:  In  one  section  about  50  deaths  are  reported;  supposed  to  be  the 
black-leg.  Saint  Clair :  Stock  cattle  increased  10  per  cent.:  many  driven  in  from  the 
South.  Cass:  About  10,000  beef  cattle  are  being  fattened  for  spring  market.  Callo- 
way :  Fully  one-half  are  graded  short-horns. 

Kaxsas. — Dickinson :  Oxen  are  on  the  decrease,  but  other  cattle  are  on  the  increase. 
Woodson  :  Farm  animals  are  very  healthy.  Bcno:  Every  farmer  that  is  able  is  raising 
cattle.  Marion:  All  stock  is  looking  well;  a  few  cases  of  black-leg  among  calves. 
Ellis:  Numbers  decrease  as  our  lands  are  taken  up  for  agricultural  purposes. 

Nebraska. — Seward:  Great  demand  for  young  caitle;  scarcely  anything  left  but 
milch  cows.     XemaJia :  Numbers  increased.     Lancaster:  Looking  well. 

Colorado.—  Weld:  American  stock  commands  a  much  higher  price  than  native  or 
Texan.     Fremont:  Cattle-men  will  not  allow  sheep  to  be  kept  in  the  county. 

California. — Contra  Costa :  Numbers  decreasing.  Napa :  Very  seldom  used  for 
work.     Solano:  No  oxen  used  for  work.      Ventura:  But  few  raised. 

Oregon. — Clackamas:  Numbers  slightly  decreased;  many  driven  across  the  moun- 
tains to  graze. 

Utah. — Box  Elder:  Already  showing  the  effects  of  winter;  hay  advancing.  Cache: 
Very  early  winter;  fodder  is  very  scarce;  some  may  die  if  the  severe  weather  con- 
tinues; no  disease. 

Indian  Territory. — Texas  murrain  has  made  its  appearance.  » 

SHEEP. 

Our  returns  show  a  marked  increase  in  the  number  of  sheep — 6  per 
cent,  for  the  whole  county — during  the  last  year.  The  only  States  that 
report  a  falling  off  are  New  Jersey,  2  per  cent. ;  Pennsylvania,  1  per  cent. : 
South  Carolina,  3  per  cent.;  Kentucky,  1  per  cent.,  and  Indiana,  2  per 
cent.  On  the  other  hand,  Maine  and  Vermont  increase  each  7  per  cent.. 
.Rhode  Island  15,  Texas  II,  Kansas  19,  Nebraska  20,  and  California  11. 

The  New  England  States  increased  6  per  cent.  The  advance  in  the 
price  of  wool  and  the  enhancement  of  the  demand  for  the  increased  con- 
sumption of  onr  domestic  mills  has  created  an  impression  that  a  perma- 
nent increase  in  wool  production  will  find  ample  market  in  the  future. 

In  the  Middle  States,  New  York  increased  her  stock  1  per  cent,  and 
Delaware  5  per  cent.,  overcoming  the  loss  in  Pennsylvania  and  New 
Jersey  and  bringing  the  average  increase  of  this  section  to  2  per  cent. 
It  is  believed  that  the  decreased  numbers  in  Pennsylvania  and  New 
Jersey  represent  an  increased  product  of  better  wool. 

The  South  Atlantic  States  report  about  the  same  number  as  last  year. 
Here  the  destruction  by  dogs  has  become  a  serious  nuisance.  In  Vir- 
ginia the  "  no-fence  law  "  operates  to  the  restriction  of  sheep  husbandry, 
yet  Virginia  slightly  increases  her  numbers.  She  is  importing  Merino 
breeds.  The  passion  of  the  freedraen  for  dogs,  which  are  left  to  forage 
for  themselves,  renders  sheep-raising  very  unprofitable  in  many  counties. 
This  complaint  is  still  more  serious  in  North  Carolina,  which  reports  the 
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largest  number  of  slieep  killed  by  dogs.    These  domestic  pests  are,  in 
some  quarters,  re-enforced  by  wolves. 

Iu  the  Gulf  States  there  is  a  general  increase,  except  in  Mori  da,  which 
reports  the  same  number  as  last  year.  Texas,  the  second  sheep-raising 
State  in  the  Union,  increases  her  stock  14  per  cent.  In  the  latter  State, 
at  least  in  many  counties,  sheep  are  herded  and  thus  more  effectually 
protected,  from  destructive  animals.  In  Mississippi  carnivorous  birds 
and  "  wild  hogs  "  are,  in  some  cases,  more  destructive  than  dogs. 

The  Southern  inland  States  report  the  same  difficulties  from  the  rav- 
ages of  wolves  aud  dogs.  The  effect  of  this  nuisance  is  very  decidedly 
felt  in  the  entire  break-up  of  sheep  husbandry  in  some  counties.  The 
substitution  of  better  breeds  is  noticeable,  especially  in  Kentucky,  where 
in  some  counties  stocks  have  been  depleted  by  shipments  elsewhere. 
This  section  increased  in  numbers  about  1  per  cent. 

In  the  States  north  of  the  Ohio  Eiver  sheep  husbandry  has  attained 
great  prominence  among  agricultural  industries,  and  has  been  noted 
for  the  superiority  of  its'  wool  product.  The  Ohio  dog  law  is  working 
well,  as  is  shown  by  the  decreased  number  of  depredations  since  its  pas- 
sage. The  improvement  in  the  breeds  is  still  in  progress.  The  numbers 
in  this  section  increased  but  1  per  cent.,  but  the  quality  of  the  flocks  and 
the  yield  of  wool  more  than  compensate  it. 

West  of  the  Mississippi  Eiver  sheep  husbandry  has  taken  on  a  mag- 
nificent development.  Colorado,  the  youngest  State  in  the  Union,  is 
believed  to  contain  at  least  2,000,000  sheep,  while  Missouri,  the  next  State 
of  this  section  in  rank,  is  estimated  at  1,322,000.  In  this  section  some 
sheep-growers,  impatient  of  the  law's  delay,  have  adopted  u  the  shotgun 
and  strychnine  policy77  for  the  abatement  of  the  dog  nuisance.  In  some 
sections  the  cattle-men  have  attempted  to  monopolize  whole  counties, 
forbidding  the  introduction  of  sheep  husbandly.  But  in  spite  of  this 
and  other  opposition,  this  branch  of  agricultural  enterprise  is  destined 
to  assert  itself.     Dog  laws  in  different  States  are  working  well. 

The  Pacific  States  greatly  enlarged  their  sheep  industry  during  the 
last  year.  California  added  about  three-quarters  of  a  million  sheep  to 
her  herds.  The  increase  represents,  generally,  animals  of  superior  breeds. 
Besides  the  increase  of  11  per  cent.,  a  large  number  were  sold  for  ship- 
ment to  the  new  States  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  Sheep-raisers  here 
have  learned  the  use  of  the  shotgun  and  strychnine  to  protect  their  flocks 
from  dogs.  In  some  counties  coyotes  make  away  with  many  lambs. 
The  Territories  also  show  a  marked  increase.  The  condition  of  sheep  is 
remarkably  good. 

The  average  price  of  sheep  under  a  year  old  increased  about  8  per 
cent.,  all  the  sections  showing  increase  except  the  Gulf  States.  Sheep 
over  a  year  old  average  9  per  cent,  more  than  last  year,  all  the  sections 
showing  increase  except  the  Gulf  States. 

Maine. — Cumberland :  Increased  in  numbers  and  advanced  in  j)rice  owing  to  the  rise 
in  wool.     Somerset:  Do  not  know  of  any  being  killed  by  dogs  during  the  past  year. 
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Vermont. — Orleans:  Generally  ordinary  breeds. 

Massachusetts. — Berkshire :  Numbers  slightly  increased :  comparatively  few  injured 
by  dogs.     Plymouth  :  Bnt  a  few  small  flocks. 

Rhode  Island. —  Washington  :  About  15  bead  in  eacli  town  killed  by  dogs. 

New  York. — Rockland :  Kept  in  small  flocks,  and  guarded  at  night  to  keep  dogs  from 
theni.  Saint  Lawrence :  Very  few  killed  by  dogs.  Chemung :  More  farmers  would  raise 
them  if  the  dogs  would  let  them  alone.  Genesee :  Increase  in  price  of  wool  causes  more 
to  be  retained  on  tbe  farm. 

New  Jersey. — More  attention  given  to  raising  them  than  formerly. 

Pennsylvania. — Bucks:  Efforts  are  being  made  to  improve  the.  stock.  Monroe: 
Decrease  yearly.  Butler :  Numbers  decreasing ;  no  profit  in  them,  as  the  farms  are 
growing  smaller  and  dogs  more  plenty.  Northumberland:  Do  not  increase  as  they 
should ;  a  good  dog  law  wanted.  Sullivan :  "Dogs  are  a  great  drawback  to  sheep  hus- 
bandry ;  yet  many  of  our  people  oppose  a  dog  tax."  Tioga  :  No  destruction  by  dogs- 
Clearfield:  But  few  destroyed  by  dogs. 

Maryland. — Alleghany  :  From  10  to  15  per  cent,  killed  each  year  by  dogs  ;  "  we  want 
a  national  dog  law."  Howard  :  Farmers  have  been  compelled  to  dispose  of  their  flocks, 
owing  to  the  destruction  by  dogs.  Montgomery:  Sheep  husbandry  if  properly  and 
legally  protected  would  be  profitable  here.  Prince  George 's :  Stock-sheep  are  selling- 
very  low. 

Virginia. — Fairfax :  Sheep  husbandry  is  increasing ;  we  have  a  law  for  protection  from 
dogs.  Floyd:  None  destroyed  by  dogs.  Halifax:  The  "no-fence  law"  discourages 
sheep-raising.  Orange:  Merinos  are  being  introduced  on  many  farms.  Amelia:  Sheep 
husbandry  is  at  a  low  ebb  :  the  number  of  dogs  is  legiou  in  every  hut  and  cabin. 

North  Carolina. — Buncombe :  Dogs  destroy  a  considerable  number.  Cleveland  : 
The  few  that  are  here  are  very  poorly  cared  for.  Chowan  :  But  few  raised.  Davie  : 
No  increase,  and  there  never  will  be  until  the  worthless  dogs  are  killed.  Montgomery  : 
Many  killed  by  wolves.  New  Hanover :  Could  be  made  profitable,  but  have  beenaban-  . 
doned,  owing  to  the  destruction  by  worthless  dogs.  Pamlico:  None  raised:  dogs. 
Sampson :  Very  few,  if  any,  killed  by  dogs. 

South  Carolina. — Pickens  :  The  dogs  take  many  of  them. 

Georgia. — But  little  attention  given  to  raising  them,  owing  to  the  "  cussed  curs." 
Columbia:  Low  in  price.  Colquitt:  Not  looking  well ;  fall  was  extremely  wet.  Dooly  : 
Dogs  have  destroyed  at  least  10  per  cent.  Habersham  :  Numbers  have  decreased.  John- 
son :  "  Dogs  have  not  been  so  destructive  as  formerly,  owing  to  the  manner  in  which 
sheep-owners  handle  their  guns."    Baker:  Dogs  killed  8  per  cent. 

Florida.— i?ratf/ord :  Very  few  taken  by  dogs.  Columbia:  Numbers  decreased.  Santa 
Posa :  Not  so  many  destroyed  by  dogs  as  formerly. 

Alabama. — "Ten  per  cent,  killed  by  dogs  and  freedmen."  Bullock:  Sheep  hus- 
bandry is  succeeding  well  and  found  to  be  profitable.  Pickens  :  Considerable  destruc- 
tion by  dogs. 

Mississippi. — Greene :  Wild  hogs  and  eagles  are  more  destructive  than  dogs.  Panola  : 
But  few  raised.  Carroll :  A  good  many  small  flocks.  Choctaw  :  Some  killed  by  dogs 
and  wolves ;  all  stock  is  free  from  disease.  Wilkinson  :  More  than  20  per  cent,  killed 
by  dogs.     Simpson  :  Decreased. 

Texas. — Bosque  :  Numbers  increased  and  doing  well.  Dallas  :  Good  breeds  are  being 
introduced.  Hop>kins  :  Loss  caused  by  snow  and  cold  weather  in  January,  1879.  Hunt : 
But  few  in  the  county.  Kinney:  No  loss  by  dogs,  as  they  are  always  herded.  Live 
Oak  :  Some  killed  by  wolves.  Upshur :  Numbers  increased,  but  not  in  value  ;  none 
killed  by  dogs.  Victoria  :  Doing  well.  Burnet:  Command  good  prices,  and  are  eagerly 
sought  for  ;  none  killed  by  the  dogs,  as  the  flocks  are  herded.  Coleman  :  Considerable 
destruction  by  wolves.     Bexar:  Dogs  that  would  kill  sheep  cannot  live  in  this  county. 

Arkansas. — Ashley :  Sadly  neglected  ;  dogs  and  wolves.  Fulton:  Dogs  and  wolves 
have  been  very  destructive.  Jackson:  Decreased  in  numbers  ;  wolves  and  dogs.  John- 
son: Dogs  took  15  per  cent.  Pope:  About  the  same  number;  the  breed  is  being  im- 
proved.    Washington  :  Over  7,000  sent  to  Kansas  last  month.     Clark:  Doing  well. 
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Tennessee. — Anderson:  Improved  breeds  are  being  introduced.  Bradley:  Have 
heard  of  no  depredations  by  dogs.  Blount:  But  few  killed  by  dogs.  Decatur:  Very 
few  raised ;  dogs.  Gibson :  Farmers  Would  re-engage  in  sheep  husbandry  if  they  could 
be  protected  from  depredations  of  dogs.  Henderson :  Increased  interest  in  wool  grow- 
ing; unusually  free  from  depredations  of  dogs.  Knox:  Quality  and  condition  much 
improved;  no  depredations  by  dogs,  the  public  mind  having  materially  changed  in 
favor  of  sheep.  Robertson:  Increasing.  Shelby:  Dogs  took  10  per  cent.  Dyer:  In- 
crease greater  than  any  other  stock. 

West  Virginia. — Wayne:  Most  every  one  has  discontinued  raising  them  owing  to 
the  depredations  of  dogs  during  the  past  ten  years.  Sum  mers  :  Farmers  not  inclined  to 
risk  much  capital  in  sheep;  dogs.  Tyler :  "Our  law-makers  appear  to  think  more  of 
dogs  than  they  do  of  sheep."  Jackson  :  Breeds  much  improved.  Jefferson :  Amount 
of  claims  for  sheep  killed,  payable  out  of  dog-tax  fund,  was  $127,  against  '$6*00  eight 
years  ago.  This  shows  that  the  dog  tax  has  worked  well.  Roane:  Increasing  yearly f 
and  receiving  much  attention. 

Kentucky. — Butler:  Not  much  loss  by  dogs;  many  flocks  sent  away  for  want  of 
good  pasture.  Crittenden  :  Scarce  ;  unprecedented  demand  during  the  summer.  Jes- 
samine: Many  died  last  winter  from  exposure  and  neglect.  Garrard:  Doing  well. 
Ballard:  Dogs  and  wolves  detrimental.  Taylor:  Falling  off  in  numbers;  desire  to 
invest  in  better  breeds ;  have  heard  of  very  few  being  killed  by  dogs.  Henderson  : 
More  interest  is  now  being  manifested. 

Ohio. — Adams:  Considered  better  property  than  formerly,  and  are  now  receiving 
more  attention.  Allen  :  u  The  wool  boom  has  made  them  in  demand  ;  Spanish  Meri- 
nos, Southdowns,  and  Leicesters  are  being  extensively  produced."  Ashtabula  :  Not  so 
many  killed  by  dogs  as  last  year.  Meigs  :  Large  increase  ;  those  killed  by  dogs  are 
paid  for  by  the  county.  Medina:  Numbers  increased  ;  prices  higher;  dogs  are  taxed. 
Vinton  :  The  advance  in  wool  has  caused  farmers  to  abandon  hogs  and  take  up  sheep. 
Warren:  Since  passage  of  the  dog-law,  the  number  killed  by  worthless  curs  grows 
less.  Williams:  "Booming  again."  Lucas:  Dogs  are  taxed  to  pay  for  sheep  de- 
stroyed. Portage  :  It  is  death  to  a  dog  here  that  pays  any  attention  to  sheep.  Union  : 
Wintering  well;  interest  growing.  Clark:  Dogs  have  not  been  so  destructive  as  usual. 
Henry:  Numbers  increased.  Clermont:  Sheep  that  are  killed  by  dogs  are  paid  for  by 
the  county  out  of  the  dog-tax  fund. 

Michigan. — Clinton  :  Low  prices  of  wool  for  the  past  two  years  caused  many  farmers 
to  dispose  of  their  flocks.     Delta:  Few  raised.     Ionia:  Sold  oft"  rather  close. 

Indiana. — Franklin  :  Dogs  make  sheep  husbandry  an  uncertain  business.  Decatur  : 
Numbers  decreased  ;  prices  improved  ;  less  destruction  by  dogs  than  last  year.  Craw- 
ford: The  number  killed  by  dogs  this  year  has  been  very  large  ;  the  dog-tax  collected 
is  not  sufficient  to  reimburse  the  losses,  even  at  ore  dollar  and  a  half  per  head.  Warren  : 
The  number  of  useless  sheep-killing  dogs  is  decreasing  each  year  since  the  passage  of 
the  dog-tax  law.  Starke:  County  well  adapted  to  sheep-husbandry,  but  prevented 
by  wolves;  the  county  pays  a  bounty  of  $10  for  every  wolf-scalp  produced.  Marion  : 
Good  demand;  many  fine  ones  recently  brought  into  the  county.  Brown:  Scarce? 
quality  and  price  better  than  formerly;  very  few  killed  by  dogs.  Orange:  Some 
Cots  wold. 

Illinois. —  While:  But  few.  Jackson:  Limited  number.  Kendall:  Mostly  of  im- 
proved breeds.  Pope:  A  large  number  have beentaken  out  of  the  county  during  the 
past  three  mouths.  Saint  Clair:  Remarkable  improvement  in  the  breeds;  about  the 
same  number  from  year  to  year.  Wabash:  Demand  for  mutton  reduced  the  number. 
Bond:  Some  destruction  by  wolves  and  dogs.  Alexander:  Few  raised.  Bureau: 
Wolves  and  dogs  make  the  business  unprofitable. 

Wisconsin. — Marquette :  Wolves  and  dogs  make  them  unprofitable,  as  they  have  to 
be  housed  at  night.  Dunn:  Wolves  are  on  the  increase  and  are  doing  much  damage  ; 
breeders  of  sheep  discouraged  and  disposed  to  sell  their  flocks.  Racine :  Dogs  are  very 
troublesome.  Pierce:  The  destruction  by  wolves  has  been  so  great  that  many  farmers 
have  disposed  of  their  flocks  and  gone  into  other  business.     "A  well-enforced  doff- 
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license  law  has  driven  poor  men  out  of  the  dog  business,  so  their  children  ar3  now 
batter  fed  and  clothed."'  Rock:  Interest  increased  since  the  advance  in  wool.  Ver 
non  :  Many  killed  by  dogs.  Walworth :  Reduced  in  numbers  by  sales  to  Western 
and  Southern  States ;  prices  advancing,  and  wool  interest  increasing.  Door  :  Heard 
of  no  depredations  by  dogs.  Waushara  :  Most  of  them  killed  by  wolves ;  discouraging 
business.  Folk :  Mostly  killed  by  wolves.  Monroe  :  More  destruction  by  wolves  than 
dogs. 

Minnesota. — Cotton  wood:  Very  fcw  kept.  Pope:  Have  heard  of  none  being  killed 
by  dogs.  Jackson  :  A  large  number  sold  out  of  county,  as  they  command  good  prices  : 
business  profitable.  Fillmore:  Some  good  flocks  brought  in  during  the  year,  still 
there  is  room  for  more.  Martin  :  •'Oar  people  have  adopted  the  shotgun  and  strych- 
nine policy." 

Iowa. — "Appanoose:  Xo  increase  for  years  ;  demand  has  improved  in  the  last  three 
months.  Calhoun:  Do  well,  but  are  very  scarce.  Marlon:  Slight  increase,'  interest 
reviving.  Union  ;  Very  few.  Lee  :  Good  stock  is  being  introduced  ;  business  is  remu- 
nerative, but  as  yet  there  are  few  in  number.  Fremont:  Wolves  and  dogs  are  the 
great  drawback.  Howard:  Many  farmers  are  going  out  of  the  business;  dogs,  and  ex- 
pense of  fencing.     Ringgold  :  Numbers  decreasing;  wolves  and  dogs. 

Missouri. — Gasconade:  Protected  by  a  tax  on  dogs.  Jefferson:  Wolves  destroy  a 
great  many.  Johnson  :  A  number  of  farmers  have  discontinued  raising  them,  as  the 
dogs  take  all  the  profits.  Flatte:  Industry  increasing;  better  breeds  are  being  intro- 
duced. Wright :  Many  killed  by  dogs.  Carroll :  ''  Our  law  taxing  dogs  has  diminished 
the  number  of  worthless  pests."  Saint  Genevieve  :  Dogs  make  sheep-husbandry  a  poor 
business;  some  years  Ave  lose  25  per  cent.  Stone:  But  few  killed  by  dogs.  Dade: 
Heard  of  none  being  killed  by  dogs. 

Kansas. — Dickinson  :  Industry  growing  ;  breeds  are  being  improved.  Doniphan  : 
Xone  to  speak  of.  Wallace:  But  one  flock  in  the  county.  Jackson:  Heavy  increase, 
principally  by  importation  from  the  East.  Lincoln  :  Have  heard  of  none  being  killed 
by  dogs.  Ottawa  :  Xo  losses  by  dogs ;  some  lambs  taken  by  wildcats  and  cayptes. 
Bush:  But  few.  Washington  :  Better  demand  than  usual.  Reno:  Everyone  that  is 
able  is  engaged  in  the  business.     Chase  :  But  few  flocks  in  the  county. 

Nebraska. — Dawson:  Large  number  destroyed  by  wolves.  Hamilton:  Numbers  in 
creased  about  50  per  cent.     Nemaha  :  Xone  killed  by  dogs. 

Colorado. — Pueblo  :  Xone  lost  by  dogs,  as  the  shepherds  go  with  the  flocks  by  day 
and  sleep  with  them  at  night. 

California. — Calaveras:  About  1.000  killed  by  bears.  Contra  Costa:  Doubled  in 
price  during  the  past  three  months,  owing  to  advance  in  wool;  dogs  do  little  damage f 
as  strychnine  is  freely  used,  but  ca  votes  take  a  share  of  the  lambs.  Humboldt :  Large 
increase  ;  we  are  now  having  a  severe  snow-storm,  and  it  is  feared  that  hundreds  will 
perish  on  the  hills.  Napa  :  Good  breeds,  and  extensively  raised  in  the  hill  and  mount- 
ain districts.  San  Luis  Obispo:  Doubled  in  value  during  the  past  sixty  days;  large 
flocks  purchased  for  Colorado  and  points  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  Fresno  :  Sheep 
and  cattle  are  our  principal  industries.  San  Bernardino  :  Removed,  owing  to  scarcity 
of  food.  Ventura  :  Large  numbers  raised.  Stanislaus  :  But  few  killed  by  dogs;  many 
are  lost  in  the  mountains.     Solano  :  Xo  loss  by  dogs. 

Utah. — Rich  :  Xone  killed  by  dogs,  but  the  bears  and  wolves  take  a  portion. 

New  Mexico.— Colfax :  Slow  sale,     San  Miguel:  Very  few  killed  by  dogs. 

Dakota. — Turner  :  "  Sheep  husbandry  is  on  the  boom." 

Indian  Territory. — Xone  worth  mentioning. 

Montana. — Deer  Lodge:  Dogs  have  not  yet  learned  to  kill  sheep. 

HOGS. 

Oar  returns  indicate  a  reduction  of  4  per  cent,  in  the  number  of  hogs 
as  compared  with  last  year,  which  implies  a  loss  of  nearly  a  million  and 
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a  quarter.  The  only  sections  showing  increase  are  the  Gulf  States  and 
the  Pacific  States.  The  former  report  an  increase  of  G  per  cent,  and  the 
latter  of  12  per  cent. ;  but  as  these  two  sections  represent  only  about 
one-sixth  of  the  swine  production  in  this  country,  their  high  per  cents 
do  not  imply  any  great  actual  increase  in  the  numbers.  The  different 
sections  of  the  Atlantic  slope  average  about  3  per  cent,  reduction.  There 
are  complaints  in  different  parts  of  this  region  that  economic  conditions 
are  changing,  and  that  the  cost  of  production  leaves  little  or  no  margin 
of  profit.  Our  correspondent  in  Montgomery,  Md.,  says  that  hogs  can- 
not be  raised  as  profitably  as  in  former  days,  when  vast  forests  covered 
the  county.  Some  cases  of  swine-plague  are  noted  in  Virginia,  North 
Carolina,  and  Georgia,  but  the  general  condition  of  hogs  on  the  Atlantic 
slope  is  good. 

All  the  Gulf  States  except  Texas  report  an  increased  number  of  hogs. 
The  Southern  Inland  States  fell  off  4  per  cent.  In  the  States  north  of 
the  Ohio  Eiver  the  numbers  have  fallen  off'  7  per  cent.,  and  the  States 
west  of  the  Mississippi  8  per  cent.  Very  little  disease  is  reported  in 
these  four  sections,  except  in  a  few  counties  west  of  the  Mississippi.  In 
some  cases  in  the  Northwest  farmers  have  exchanged  hog  production 
for  sheep-raising,  on  account  of  improved  prices  of  both  sheep  and  wool. 
The  reduction  of  stocks  is  largely  due  to  selling  off  not  only  surplus  but 
stock  hogs.  In  the  mining  regions  of  the  West  it  is  stated  that  pork 
can  be  purchased  cheaper  than  it  can  be  produced  in  the  neighborhood. 

On  the  Pacific  coast,  California  reports  an  increase  of  17  per  cent,  and 
Oregon  of  3  per  cent.  Subsistence  was  cheap,  especially  in  the  timbered 
counties,  where  a  heavy  crop  of  mast  was  realized. 

Prices  of  pigs  and  shoats  increased  11  per  cent,  in  the  whole  country, 
all  sections  reporting  an  advance  except  the  Pacific  States.  Hogs  over 
a  year  old  advanced  22  per  cent.,  all  sections  of  the  country  showing  an 
appreciation  of  values.  The  greatest  increase  is  in  the  sections  of  the 
Mississippi  Valley. 

New  York. — Genesee:  Numbers  decreased  ;  low  prices  of  last  year. 

New  Jersey. — Morris  :  More  attention  bestowed  on  raising  them.  Hunterdon  : 
Advanced  in  price. 

Pennsylvania. — Armstrong :  In  demand.  Buds :  Scarcer  than  for  the  past  three 
years. 

Maryland. — Montgomery :  Cannot  be  raised  as  profitably  as  formerly  when  large 
forests  covered  the  county.     Cecil :  Better  prices  than  last  year. 

Virginia. — Amherst :  Cholera  fatal  in  a  portion  of  county.  Charles  City :  Some  herds 
depleted  by  cholera.  Halifax:  Freer  from  disease  than  usual.  Chesterfield:  Numbers 
increasing  and  quality  improving  ;  Berkshire  predominating. 

North  Carolina. — Bertie:  Those  running  at  large  are  thriving  poorly,  owing  to 
the  dry  weather  of  past  four  months.  Darie :  Some  cholera  prevailing.  Gates :  About 
the  usual  number,  but  the  pounds  of  pork  not  more  than  one-half;  short  corn  crop 
prevented  fateniug. 

Georgia. — Cobb:  Numbers  increased  10  per  cent.  Dooley  :  Considerable  loss  by 
cholera.  Putnam  :  More  attention  given  to  improving  the  breeds.  Jefferson  :  Lost  10 
per  cent,  by  cholera.  Taliaferro  :  The  number  of  stock  hogs  is  larger  and  they  are 
better  cared  for  than  formerly. 
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Mississippi. — Leake:  Immunity  from  disease  accounts  for  the  iucrease  in  numbers. 
Panola :  A  large  number  and  looking  well.  Yazoo :  No  increase,  but  quality  improved. 
Jefferson :  Raised  for  borne  consumption  only.  Winston  :  No  disease.  Simpson :  More 
plenty  than  last  year ;  better  care  given  them. 

Texas. — Bastrop :  Cholera  took  a  large  number.   Ellis :  Exclusively  improved  bree  "s ; 

no  scrubs.     Grayson:  Cholera  took    one-fifth    of   stock.     Raines:   Eat;   good   mast- 

Victoria:  Raised  for  home  use  only.     Burnet:  No  sale.     Nacogdoches:  Some  thumps. 

Bexar:  Owing  to  failure  of  the  corn  crop,  and  not  being  allowed  to  run  at  large,  they 

have  almost  disappeared  from  the  county. 

Tennessee. — Anderson  :  New  and  improved  breeds  are  being  introduced.  McNairy : 
Falling  off  in  numbers;  low  prices  of  the  past  few  years.  Smith:  Scarcer  than  for 
many  years.  Robertson  :  Good  demand.  Bradley :  Numbers  are  small,  but  quality  is 
good.  Henderson :  Generally  healthy  and  better  cared  for.  Lawrence:  Slight  decrease. 
McMinn :  Prices  advanced.  Blount:  Looking  up.  Decatur:  A  less  number  than 
usual. 

West  Virginia. — Nicholas :  Some  cholera. 

Kentucky. — Bracken:  Decreased;  short  corn  crop.  Crittenden  :  Even  pigs  are  in 
o;ood  demand.  Logan :  No  disease,  and  prices  good.  Garrard :  Remarkably  healthy. 
Marshall :  Neglected  ;  short  corn  crop  and  blighted  mast.  Wayne  :  Great  falling  off 
in  numbers  ;  cholera.  Allen  :  Small  crop.  Jefferson  :  All  over  one  year  old  have  been 
either  killed  or  sold. 

Ohio. — Meigs:  Decreased  one-third.  Monroe:  Usual  number  marketed,  but  not  so 
many  held  over.  Preble  :  Decreased.  Warren  :  Cholera  took  many  stock  hogs. 
Williams:  Number  decreased ;  farmers  find  sheep  more  profitable.  Allen:  Decreased: 
low  prices  of  last  year.  Geauga:  But  few  left  that  are  over  a  year  old.  Henry:  In- 
creased; but  little  disease.     Adams:  Number  diminished. 

Michigan. — Allegan  :  Short  crop;  low  prices  of  past  two  years.  Cass  :  Some  cholera. 
Delta:  Few  raised.     Muskegon:  Decreased  in  number ;  short  corn  crop. 

Indiana. — Brown :  Not  so  many  as  last  year,  ^arroll :  Decreased ;  disease,  and  low 
prices  of  last  year.  Decatur:  Greatly  decreased ;  considerable  loss  by  disease ;  prices 
double  those  of  last  year.  Franklin  :  Have  not  been  profitable  for  several  years  until 
now.  Green  :  Marketed  earlier  than  last  year,  owing  to  the  short  corn  crop.  Hamil- 
ton: Better  prices  than  last  year.  Huntington:  Considerable  cholera.  Kosciusko: 
Cholera  has  not  been  so  fatal.  Marion  :  Better  }irices  than  we  expected.  Steuben : 
About  4,000  less  than  last  year ;  but  the  increase  in  weight  will  balance  the  loss  in 
numbers. 

Illinois. — Bureau  :  In  some  sections  the  cholera  is  making  sad  havoc.  Peoria : 
Falling  off:  no  cholera.  White:  Product  decreased;  low  prices  of  past  two  years/and 
increased  acreage  of  wheat.  Whitesides :  Numbers  diminished  by  disease.  Lee :  Fell 
off  30  per  cent.  Pope :  A  large  number  taken  out  of  the  county  during  the  past  three 
months.  Putnam:  Numbers  decreased  by  disease.  Wabash:  Number  reduced;  dis- 
ease and  low  prices  of  past  two  years.  Hancock :  Diseases  nearly  abated.  La  Salle : 
Generally  healthy,  but  a  few  losses  by  cholera. 

Wisconsin. — Dane :  Low  prices  of  past  two  years  accounts  for  the  decrease  in  num- 
bers. Grant:  30  per  cent,  of  the  shoats  were  lost  by  disease.  Juneau:  Not  so  many 
as  last  year;  considerable  cholera.  Dunn:  Falling  off;  low  prices  of  the  last  two 
vears.  Racine :  Numbers  decreased  20  per  cent.  Calumet:  Low  prices  of  the  past  two 
years  caused  a  decrease.  Walworth :  Numbers  reduced,  and  less  interest  taken  in  this 
industry.     Pock :  Good  demand,  and  remunerative  prices. 

Minnesota. — Fillmore :  Increased  in  number,  and  better  quality  than  formerly. 

Iowa. Muscatine:  Decreased;  high  price  of  corn,  and  demand  for  pork.  Appa- 
noose :  Healthy  ;  almost  100  per  cent,  advance  in  price  since  January,  1879.  Hardin  : 
Cholera  is  alarmingly  on  the  increase.  Marion:  Plague  and  good  prices  of  cereals 
have  shortened  the  crop.  Monroe :  Prices  advanced  25  per  cent,  in  the  past  six 
months.  Polk:  Crop  will  be  heavier  thrflo.  usual.  Sioux:  Increased  attention  given 
to  this  industry.      Union:  Decreased.      Washington:  More  lost  by  disease  than  in  any 
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previous  year;  artichokes  appear  to  keep  tlieui  healthy.  Guthrie:  Less  loss  by  dis- 
ease. Henry:  Cholera  decreased  the  crop.  Linn:  But  little  cholera.  Plymouth: 
Numbers  reduced.  Ringgold :  Scarce ;  disease  aud  heavy  shipments.  Madison :  In 
south  half  of  county  50  per  cent,  have  died  with  cholera.  Monona  :  Cholera  has  pre- 
vented any  increase. 

Missouri. — Audrain  :  Generally  marketed  between  twelve  and  eighteen  months 
old.  Caldwell:  Some  cholera.  Howard  :  Those  over  one  year  old  are  marketed.  Mon- 
iteau :  Better  prices  than  last  year.  Platte :  Very  scarce.  Carroll :  Hurried  off  to 
market  to  escape  cholera  ;  none  remain  that  are  over  a  year  old.  Mercer :  Many  are 
dying  with  cholera.  Pettis :  Doing  well ;  but  little  disease ;  command  good  prices. 
Saint  Clair:  Wo  have  many  of  pure  breeds  that  command  high  prices.  Cass:  About 
20,000  are  being  fed  for  spring  market. 

Kansas. — Cherolcee :  Healthy.  Dickinson:  Decided  improvement  in  the  breeds; 
many  Poland  China,  and  Berkshire.  Doniphan:  More  shoats  but  fewer  fat  hogs  than 
last  year ;  some  cholera.  Harvey :  Climate  well  adapted  to  raising  hogs ;  have  not 
heard  of  a  case  of  hog  cholera  in  seven  years.  Jdclcson:  Bulk  of  crop  sold  under  one 
year  old.     Ottawa :  But  few  over  one  year  old  left. 

Nebraska. — Otoe:  Farmers  are  much  encouraged;  cholera  decreasing  and  prices 
advancing — the  results  of  better  care  and  better  knowledge  of  methods  of  prevention 
and  cure.  Sarpy  :  High  prices  caused  them  to  be  sold  close.  Seward :  Great  scarcity. 
Webster:  We  are  losing  large  numbers  by  (supposed)  cholera;  on  being  cut  open, 
holes  are  found  in  the  flesh,  as  if  eaten  by  worms ;  farmers  changing  from  hogs  to 
cattle"  and  sheep.     Nemaha :  More  than  doubled.     Lancaster:  Looking  well. 

Colorado. — Fremont:  We  can  buy  our  pork  cheaper  than  we  can  raise  it ;  silver 
mining  overrules  everything  else. 

California. — Napa :  Low  in  price,  and  likely  to  be  neglected.  Solano :  Numbers 
decreased,  owing  to  low  prices  of  last  year.  San  Luis  Obispo :  Exceedingly  abundant, 
and  no  market;  large  crop  of  acorns,  and  hogs  in  excellent  condition.  Yuba:  Low 
prices  of  last  year  caused  a  less  number  to  be  bred.  Stanislaus :  Increasing.  Ventura : 
Numbers  decreasing,  as  prices  do  not  justify  raising  them. 

Indian  Territory. — We  have  a  much  better  class  of  half-breed  hogs  than  we  had 
a  few  years  ago. 
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